French Revolution and Napoleon Timeline

· France was socially based on a medieval society with special privilages for the nobility.

· After the debacle of the 7 Years war where France was defeated by Britain, they sought to get back at Britain by aiding us in the Revolutionary War. This depleted enough French money, forcing them into bankruptcy. (Note: The government was bankrupt, not the country. France was still the richest country in Europe.)

· July, 1788. The Estates General was called. The estates general was made up of representatives from the nobility, clergy, and everyone else (Third Estate). The Third Estate hated this as the clergy often sided with the nobility despite the Third Estate being the largest group.

· June 17th, 1789 the Third Estate rename themselves the National Assembly and on June 20th the pledge the Oath of the Tennis Court, they wont leave until there is a new constitution.

· After riots in Paris resulting from Louis XVI firing his finance minister, Jaques Necker, who was liked by the people, Louis sent troops to Paris. As a result, the people of Paris stormed the Bastille for weapons on July 14th. The Bastille was an imposing castle in Paris and seen as the symbol of oppression. Louis backs off. 

· The Great Fear was a time between the Storming of the Bastille and the Decrees of August 4th where the peasants took it into their own hands to try and overturn the feudal system.

· The Decrees of August 4th were a new constitution written up and adopted by the National Assembly. The peasants for the most part stopped rioting as they wanted to show they could have control.

· 27th of August, National Assembly adopts The Rights of Man and Citizens which outlines the direction of the Revolution. Similar to the Bill of Rights.

· October 5th, women from Paris march 12 miles to Versailles due to high bread prices and vetoing the Rights of Man. They force Louis and the National Assembly to Paris.

· The National Assembly begins to institute reform as the King is under their de facto influence. (He’s not likely going to go against the Natl Assembly as they could have him arrested.) They also confiscate church land and make the church part of the state with the Civil Consitution of the Clergy in 1790. 

· In June of 1791 the King flees Paris but is captured. He looses a lot of influence as the people feel he has deserted them.

· The National Assembly creates a Constitutional Monarchy where the king has veto power, but ultimatly the Assembly has the final say. 

· The National Assembly becomes the Legeslative Assembly which is more radical compared to the liberal National Assembly.

· August, 1791 Leopold II of Austria issues the Declaration of Pillnitz where he says he will go to war with France if (big if) the rest of Europe does. This leads France to declare war on Austria in July of 1792.

· On the 10th of August, 1792 the ‘Second Revolution’ occurs. The war is going badly and a mob attacks the kings palace forcing him to flee to the Legeslative Assembly. This ends his power and Legeslative Assembly becomes the National Convention where France is a republic.

· Due to paranoid fears, mobs execute many nobles held prisoners fearing they are trying to destroy the republic. This is the September Massacres.

· At the Battle of Valmy in September of 1792, the French defeat the Austrians relieving the threat on Paris. To further spread the revolution the govt institutes conscription which leads to many large revolts, especially in the Vendee regions.

· In January of 1793 the Convention puts Louis to death. This leads to a split between the Girondists (who did not want to kill Louis) and The Mountains who did. 

· The Mountains gained in power by siding with the Sans-cullotes. (working class They derived their name because they wore pants instead of the knee britches of the nobility) On July 2nd the Mountains seize power by arresting 31 Girondists.

· Robespierre and Danton forms the Committee for Public Safety which is a pseudo-dictatorial body. 

· In an effort to stamp out political dissention, they institute the ‘Reign of Terror’ running from 1793 to 1794. 40,000 were executed with 300,000 imprisoned. The Reign of Terror was effective. Most of Europe became alarmed at this as it was a complete reversal of the Rights of Man and ideas of a revolution. 

· The Committee for Public Safety turns the French Revolutionary wars into a secular crusade to ‘defend the republic and France’ which was the beginnings of Nationalism.

· The Committee catered to the demands of the Sans-Cullotes by fixing prices, noteably for Bread.

· Thermidorian Reaction was a movement back toward the ideals of the Revolution which was started by the execution of Robespierre in July of 1794. Robespierre was executed because his compatriots thought they were on his kill list and decided to take action.

· The actions taken by the Thermidorian Reaction consisted of suppressing the Sans-cullotes with the help of the army, who then fade into the background.

· In 1795 the Directory, a 5 man dictatorial body is established in the Constitution of 1795 as the executive body. Most of the revolts and insurrections are dying down.

· In 1799 there are a wave of Royalist insurrections in Paris where Napoleon puts them down with artillery firing grapeshot. (Basicaly 12 lb shotgun shells.) This leads to Napoleons rise to power.

· In 1801 as First Consol he passed numerous reforms, such as allowing free catholic worship and passing the Napoleonic Code.

· In 1804 he crowns himself Emperor on December 2nd. This is a departure from tradition as before the Pope had always crowned Emperors. 

· Napoleon passes the Continental System where all nations allied to France are unable to trade with Britain. This hurt Europe more than Britain as smuggling became common.
· In 1805 two momentous events occurred. First, on the 21 of October the British fleet under Lord Admiral Horatio Nelson crushed the combined Spanish-French fleet under Villeneuve at Trafalgar while suffering light losses. This ended Napoleons dreams of invading England as he had no navy. He had little interest in rebuilding a navy due to the expense, time, and historically poor performance of the French navy.

· On December 2nd, 1805 Napoleon defeated the Third Coalition at Austerlitz where Prussia and Austria allied to him. 

· In 1807 Napoleon agrees to the Treaty of Tilsit with Tsar Alexander I of Russia where they divided up Prussia and Russia would follow Napoleons Continental System.

· In 1808 Napoleon tried to depose the Spanish King putting his brother Josef in charge. This didn’t work out as Spanish Guerillas with british assistance attacked Napoleons forces and distracted him from Russia. 

· In 1812 Napoleon invaded Russia because they were violating his Continental System. After getting to his initial target of Smolensk where he had planned to over winter, he pushed on, defeating the Russians at Borodino. After he captured Moscow the Russians burned it down forcing Napoleon to retreat to France. The retreat was Napoleons greatest mistake where only 11% of his army survived due to exposure to the Russian winter with -30F temperatures and Cossack raids. Austria and Prussia turned on him, and he was forced to abdicate to Elba.

· Napoleon returned from Elba on 20th March, 1815 and deposed the King, Louis XVIII in a bloodless coup. The Period of time following his return from exile to his 2nd deposition on 8th of July, 1815 which was actually 111 days. The Seventh Coalition, consisting mainly of Britian, Prussia, the Netherlands, Austria, and the German state of Brunswick decisively defeated Napoleon at Waterloo.

· Napoleon was then exiled to St. Helena of the coast of Africa where he spent the rest of his life writing self glorifying and apologist memoirs.
